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LSCC members and guests are flocking to regional and national club meetings and 
educational forums where Liberty Seated camaraderie and education are emphasized. 
The images below of the recent Central States Numismatic Society Annual Conven- 
tion and Manchester NH Coin Expo are typical of current meetings. Many thanks 
to all for attending as the club’s regional teams spend considerable effort to show 
the club’s presence. 



CSNS Annual Convention, LSCC Regional Meeting, April 2017 (above) 



New Hampshire Coin Expo, LSCC Regional Meeting, May 2017 (above) 


The E-Gobrecht \s an award winning informal electronic publication of the Liberty Seated Collectors Club (LSCC). 
The LSCC is a non-profit organization dedicated to the attributions of the Liberty Seated Coin series. The LSCC pro- 
vides the information contained in this email newsletter from various sources free of charge as a general service to 
the membership and others with this numismatic interest. You do not have to be a LSCC member to benefit from this 
newsletter; subscription to the E-Gobrecht \s available to anyone. All disclaimers are in effect as the completeness 
and/or accuracy of the information contained herein cannot be completely verified. Contact information is included 
on the last page. 
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Liberty Seated Dime Survey Now Online! 

LSCC members and guests may now anonymously contribute their Liberty Seated dimes to our 2017 Sur- 
vey online. Members received a yellow Survey form with their March Gohrecht Journal^ but they also have the op- 
tion to submit their surveys electronically by filUng out forms on the LSCC website. Guests (LSCC non- 
members) can only submit their responses electronically. 

To respond to the survey, go to the LSCC website (www.lsccweb.org) . Under LSCC News, you will 
see the Survey announcement. CUck to go to the survey. 

LSCC News 



Participate in 2017 LSCC Seated Dime Survey: The Liberty Seated Collectors Club 

(LSCC) is conducting a survey on Liberty Seated dimes. Members and guests can contribute to our 
knowledge of the series by anonymously reporting their holdings in a census study that involves both 
Date/Mintmark combinations (including Red Book varieties), and also a Top 100 Varieties study. 
Click here or on the image to the left to go to the Survey page. 


The survey consists of two parts — a Date and mintmark survey including Red Book varieties, and also 
the Top 100 Varieties. Each part has its own form. On the Survey page, select the part of the survey you wish 
to enter. 

Each part of the survey utilizes a separate form, both of which are available here. Select 
whichever form(s) you wish. Links to the surveys are as follows: 

Link for Date & rmintmark and Red Book vari&ti&s surv&y 

Link for Top IDO varieties survey 

Collectors can choose to fill out one of the two parts, or both of them. The survey is anonymous, but we 
do ask you to indicate whether you are an LSCC member or a Guest (non-member) by selecting the appropriate 
button. Then fill in your holdings (no need to enter 0). See example below. 


Survey Respondant - (Select one) 


Date 

Example: W43 
1337, Large Date 

1337, Sinall Date 
1333-0 

1333, Simall Stars 
1333, Large Stars 
1333. Partial Drapery 
1339, No Drapery 


- LSCC member 
* Guest (LSCC non-member) 


AG-G 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

50-55 

AU58- 

MS&2 

MS 55+ 

Proof 

CertlTied 
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(Continued from previous page) 

When you are all done, hit the Submit Survey button at the bottom of the form. 


SUBMIT SURVEY 


After submission, you will asked whether you want to continue the Survey (complete the second form 
for the other part), or return to the LSCC Home Page. 


As with the paper survey form, the deadline for the survey is June 30. Thank you for your participa- 


tion! 


Register now for “Developing a Passion for Liberty Seated 
Coinage" aX the ANA Summer Seminar^ June 17-22! 

Tills coiicse will featiue interactive discnTssion& on nianv topics, 
including the histoiT and devielopment of Libertv Seated coinage, 
evolution of the desi^s, and grading, including die nuances, between 
3erieE„ Tlie core of the class features a de ep dive into each of ttie seven 
senes: Isalf dimes, dimes, twentv-cent pieces, quarters, lialves, and both 
libertv Seated and Trade dollars. 

Tliese deep dives entail in-hand mspection of manv coins in all 
grades in all series, and VhilJ include in-depth discussions into collecting 
strategies, kev dates, major varieties, attribution, coimterfeits, and 
aiifhentication. Students will have access to both reference materials 
and sit-down guidance from instructors througliout the course. 



wmm 



* hntn 1: Imi 1D-2I 

* JMi 

* hnfcB I: 


Hie AXA Summer Seminar Coucse Catalog is online. Seminar details and registration information 
are available at the ANA w-ebsite, www.iiioiiev.Qfg . 

Course #28 is a four-day class and sessions go all dav- Breaks, meals, 
and evenings allows for netw’orking and camaraderie with all. students and 
instructors, and provide plentv of time to talk coins with people of all 
backgrounds and levels of experience, from morning to niglit 

Class sise is limited to 24 students, so if vou are interested in attending 
tills class, register soon, as it is filling upl 

Seminar #9: Developing a Passion for libertv Seated Coinage 
Instructors: Gerrv Fortin iT^CC President) 

John Frost iT^CC Dicector of Education) 

Guest Lecturer: Len Augsburger sT^CC \'ice President) 
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Central States Numismatic Society Annual Convention 
LSCC Regional Meeting 
Stephen Petty (right) and Gerry Fortin (below, right) 




LSCC Calendar 

*June 8,2017. LSCC Social. Long Beach, C A. Long Beach Expo. No club table nor regional meeting 
at this show. Thursday night social, 7 PM, at the Rock Bottom Brewery. 

^June 17-22, 2017. ANA Summer Seminar ‘‘Developing a Passion of Liberty Seated Coinage.’’ Colorado ^ 
Springs, CO. See page 3 of this issue of the E-Gobrecht for details or visit www.lsccweb.org. 

I June 22-24, 2017. LSCC table. Colorado Springs, CO. Colorado Springs Coin Show, Mortgage Solu- 
tions Financial Expo Center, Colorado, Springs, CO. John Frost hosts. 

Oune 22-25, 2017. No formal LSCC activities. Baltimore, MD. Whitman Baltimore Summer Expo. 

"June 30, 2017. Ending date for the Liberty Seated dime census. See www.lsccweb.org. 

^July 7, 2017. LSCC Educational Program. Orlando, FL. FUN Summer Show 2017, Orange County ( 
Convention Center, 9800 International Drive, HaU WA4, Orlando, FL. Gerry Fortin presents , 
“Many Faces of Liberty Seated.” 2:30 PM. 


LSCC website: www.lsccweb.org 
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Regional News 

by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016 


It was a very productive spring 
season for the Regional Pro- 
gram. Eight new members 
signed up in the last two 
months, mostly at club events. 
Member renewals continue to 
role in even this late in the 
year. (Avoid missing an issue of the Gobrecht Journal 
by renewing for multiple years.) Two club shirts were 
sold as well and our supply is running low. If you are 
interested in a club shirt don’t wait too long. 

Bay State was weU attended. The club table 
was in the hall rather than the usual side room. This 
made for greater visibility and more activity at the ta- 
ble as we were part of the flow of traffic. 

The Central States Numismatic Society Annu- 
al Convention also had good attendance with between 
twenty and thirty attendees at the club regional meet- 
ing hosted by Stephen Petty. Gerry Fortin’s presenta- 
tion entitled ''The Many Faces of Liberty Seated 
Coinage” was weU received. 

Joe Casazza hosted the club table at the Man- 
chester NH Coin Expo. Gerry Fortin was asked to 
give his presentation ("The Many Faces of Liberty 
Seated Coinage”) again for the members at Manches- 
ter. There were thirteen attendees, the most at a 
Manchester meeting in some time. Gerry’s talk was 
enjoyed by everyone there. Mark Archambeault 
brought his 1877-CC Half Dollar die marriage collec- 
tion for us to enjoy at the club table and John Frost 
set up a display Unking up with Gerry’s "Many Faces 
of Liberty Seated.” 

The Airport Diner after the Manchester show 
is a tradition and now there is a new tradition with a 
Dairy Queen having been located in town. 

John Frost hosted the club table at the Paw- 
catuck Valley Coin Club’s annual show in Norwich 
CT. A great deal of fun, food, and coins was had at 
all these events. 

Dennis Fortier was invited to speak on Liber- 
ty Seated coinage at the Bristol CT Coin Club. There 
were about flfteen attendees who enjoyed the presen- 
tation on Overrated and Underrated Liberty Seated 
Coinage. 


Joe Casazza (the clubs new Northeast Region- 
al Director) hosted a club table at the Nashua NH 
coin show which garnered an invitation to speak 
about the club at the BurUngton (VT) Coin Club 
soon. 

Garden State report by John Frost. Carl Feldman 
and John Frost hosted a club table and educational 
sessions at the Garden State Numismatic Associa- 
tion’s annual convention in New Jersey in mid-May. 
The table exhibit highUghted Philadelphia Liberty 
Seated half doUars, highUghting the release of Bill 
Bugert’s latest book in his Register series. A nearly 
complete set of P-mint halves was on display includ- 
ing most of the major varieties. AdditionaUy, a laptop 
with the downloaded versions of Volumes I through 
IV was there with the page from the LSCC website. 
The highUght of the show for us was the identifica- 
tion of a new twenty-cent die marriage with a coin 
brought to the table by a new LSCC member. See the 
article on this discovery in the Summer 2017 issue of 
the Gobrecht Journal. 

Thanks John. As you can see May was a very 
busy month for the Regional Program. This kind of 
comprehensive club outreach takes many dedicated 
volunteers. 

June begins with The Long Beach Coin Expo, 
June 8-10, at the Long Beach Convention Center. 
There will not be a club table at this show, however, 
Brian Cushing (West Coast Regional Director) will 
host the club dinner, Thursday night at the Rock Bot- 
tom Brewery, 1 Pine Ave, at 7PM. Join in, where else 
can you go to dinner and talk coins? 

Summer Seminar time is upon us, June 18-22, 
there are only a few slots left in the Liberty Seated 
Seminar. This will be the last seminar on Liberty 
Seated coinage for some time; don’t miss out. 

The Colorado Springs Coin, Currency, and 
Collectables Show at the Mortgage Solutions Finan- 
cial Expo Center, 3650 N. Nevada Avenue, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80907, is June 22-24. John Frost and 
(LSCC old friend) Craig Eberhart will host the club 
table. The Liberty Seated Dime Survey is ending June 
30^^. Be a part of the club’s record. There wiU not be 
another for years to come. Don’t put it off. 




Page 8 


The E-Gobrecht 



Cracked, Shattered, and Terminal 

by Benny Haimovitz, LSCC #2494 

1 837 No Stars Large Date Half Dime 
Shattered Obverse 



The original 1837 No Stars obverse design of Christian 
Gobrecht is always a pleasure to see. This large date 
example is not only quite attractive, but also shows an 
obverse die that is clearly on the way to terminal state. 


ing down the pole. Additionally, a thinner die crack 
starts at the rim from just above the K-3 position and 
runs out into the field. 



A primary die crack starts on the rim directly 
above the Liberty Cap and progresses through the cap, 
leaving a small cud, over Liberty’s fingers and continu- 


A second major die crack appears from the rim 
just below Liberty’s foot and continues into the foot 


(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 

support where it splits upward to Liberty’s heel into 
the skirt folds and also down toward the numeral 7. 


A third major die crack begins at the rim just 
below the K-8 position continues completely through 
the rock support and the shield, turning up towards 
Liberty’s thigh. 



The reverse has no significant diagnostics oth- 
er than completely flattened dentils which is common 
for many half dime dies of this period. 



Images courtesy of PCGS TrueView with this 
example graded MS63 with CAC approval. 


Paid advertisement 

Gerry F ortinRareCoins.com 

Collector Quality Bust, Seated 
and Gold Coins 

Please visit 
Gerry Daily Blog 

The Advanced Collector’s 
Online Destination and 
Consignment Trading Desk 




Gerry Fortin - Professional Numismatist 
Wuximems@hotmail.com 207-329-9957 
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The Curious Collector 

by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271 

An Insider’s View of 
Coin Collecting in 1862 


As part of my position with the Newman Numismatic 
Portal, I have the pleasant chore of sorting through 
many of the items in Eric Newman’s numismatic li- 
brary. In assembling his Library, Newman was happy 
to purchase anything that advanced his research objec- 
tives and the condition or presentation wasn’t nearly as 
important as whether the content was worthy. In this 
sense, a modern reprint could be just as useful as an 
18* century original printing. Occasionally, an item 
appeared which greatly appealed to both the literature 
collector and the numismatic researcher, and, if New- 
man had to compete against the collectors of 
deluxe editions and similar desiderata^ that was 
fine. The document we examine herebelow, a 
two-page original letter from Joseph Mickley to ^ 
Francis Lepere (discovered in the Newman 
library among unrelated material), falls squarely 
in the latter category. 

Mickley was one of the foremost col- 
lectors of his day, a Philadelphian with connec- 
tions in the Mint and a first-rate coin cabinet. 

The sale of his collection in 1867 included an 
1804 dollar, a substantial run of U.S. proof 
coins from the 1820s to 1850s, seven patterns 
of 1792, superb colonials, and a host of world 
coins and medals. The letter at right was writ- 
ten from Mickley to St. Louis collector Francis 
Lepere, on March 19, 1862. A Missouri collec- 
tor in the 1860s would have had to operate 
strictly by mail - there was Uttle or no numis- 
matic trade at the time in that part of the coun- 
try. The dealers, such as they were, were con- 
centrated in the northeast — Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston. Mickley wrote to Lepere as fol- 
lows: 

Your letter of the 13^^ was received and con- 
tents noted. I have made inquiry of a Coin dealer, what 



he would sell the coins you inquire about, at. He gave 
me the following. 1793 Cent 75 Cts to $2 and as high as 
$10 if in fine preservation, 1795 y 2 Cent, 50 Ct, $1 up- 
wards, 1797 do. 25 cts, - 1831, $6 to $8, 1836 $4 to $6, 
1852 $4.50 to $6 - DoUars 1796, $2 - 1797 $1.25, - 1801 
& 1802 1.50 each. 

A young man left the Cents of 1793 & 1794 with me to 
sell for him for which he wants $2. The 1793 has the 13 
links on the Reverse, which is a rare Type, it is in a fair 
condition, aU legible, I think you would do well to pro- 
cure these. 

I don’t deal in coins any further than that fre- 
quently some are left with me by persons, for 
sale. I have a lot now, sent to me from Eng- 
land, to be disposed of, they consist of Coins 
and medals relating to this Country, among 
which are Massachusetts Silver Shillings, from 
$1.50 to $10 each, - Sixpences — Threepences 
& twopences. — The Chalmers Annapolis Silver 
Shilling, Sixpence & Threepence, the price of 
this is 17 pounds 17 shillings, this is rather 
high, though the last two pieces are extremely 
rare, a number of Copper pieces: Washington, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, sever- 
al Cents & Halves of the U.S. Mint, etc., etc., - 
The rare U.S. A. Bar Cent Reverse 13 bars. The 
price of this is five pounds. 

There are also some Silver & Bronze Medals in 
the lot, viz: Lafayette 5^^ — Louisburg taken, 2 
varieties, - Quebec taken 8/6 each (copper.) 
Two in Silver, 2 pounds 2 shillings each, these 
medals are in remarkable fine condition. These, 
as well as the coins, are very desirable to one 
who collects pieces relating to this country. I 
have them all in my cabinet. 

The price of American coins has gone up very 
high within several years past, owing to there 
being a great many Collectors and to our old coins being 
recoined, the old Copper Cents and Halves disappearing 
from circulation rapidly. 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

If you[Ve a] collection [of| foreign Coins, I 
would assist you a great deal, for they are more frequent- 
ly offered to me than American, they are also cheaper in 
proportion, it wiU give me pleasure to assist you in any- 
thing in my power, if you would inform me more partic- 
ularly of what you wish to collect. 

In hopes of hearing from you at your leisure, I 
remain Yours Resply. Jos. J. Mickley. 

Mickley’s missive tells us any number of things about 
collecting at the time: 

• While the most noticeable difference in pocket 
change was due to the discontinuation of the large cent 
in 1858, collectors also noticed that pre-1853 silver was 
disappearing. The Mint has reduced the weight of the 
silver coinage in 1853 in order to achieve parity with 
gold. Prior to 1853 one could acquire silver at face val- 
ue, melt it, and in return receive in gold several per cent 
above the face value of the silver. Needless to say, sil- 
ver coins in circulation disappeared rapidly. 

• Early U.S. copper coins were aU the rage in the 
1860s, and collector interest has remained Uvely to the 
present day. The St. Louis collector Lepere had obvi- 
ously asked Mickley about purchasing early half cents 
and large cents (the initial letter is unlocated). 


• Commerce was stiU conducted in pounds and shil- 
lings. Mickley’s letter interchangeably refers to Ameri- 
can and EngHsh denominations. Old habits die hard. 

• Coin prices for U.S. coins were 'Very high.” This 
seems a perpetual complaint. Mickley’s 1 804 dollar 
sold for $750 in 1867, at the time about 3 years 
wages for an ordinary laborer. By modern stand- 
ards Mickley’s "very high” is ridiculously cheap. 
Mickley encouraged the St. Louis collector Lepere 
to instead pursue foreign coins, rather convenient 
as Mickley had them to sell. 

After 1862, Lepere continued to collect Ameri- 
can coins. Two auction consignments are recorded, to 
John Haseltine in July 1876 (https:/ /nnp .wustl.edu/ 


1 i b 


r a r 


/ a 


u 


t i o n 1 o t 


AucCoId=51 0907&AuctionId=51 1 584) and to the 
Chapman brothers in February 1904 (https:/ / 
nnp.wustl.edu/library / auctionlots? 


AucCoId— 21 &AuctionId— 5 1 0894) . Liberty Seated 
coinage in the 1904 sale included an 1836 Gobrecht 
dollar ($9.50), 1851-0 25c ($0.80), 1852 25c ($3.00), 
1846 10c ($0.40), and 1846 HlOc ($0.45). Modern col- 
lectors would no doubt be pleased to pay such "very 
high” prices for the same coins. 


Check out our Website 

www.briangreerrarecoms.com 

We have a large inventory for all 
denominations of Liberty Seated coinage. 

Brian Greer -LSCC #716 
(515) 331-3534 
9 AM - 6 PM, CST, weekdays 


Paid advertisement 





Table 1. 1852 Quarter TPG Populations and CAC Approvals. 
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Quarter of the Month 

by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460 

The Top 25 in PCGS/CAC 


After 25 years as an enthusiast 
of Liberty Seated quarter varie- 
ties, and 

more than 12 years of collecting 
them quite seriously, I reached a 
milestone of sorts last week. It 
was surprisingly satisfying and 
seemed worth sharing with other 
interested collectors. As I got 
involved with the LSCC about 
10 years ago and my numismatic 
interests became known I was 
encouraged to lead the effort to 
define a collectible set of Liberty 
Seated quarter varieties. The 
result was the Top 25 Seated 
Quarter Variety Set published in 
Issue 111 of the Gobrecht Journal 
in July of 2011 and the subse- 
quent survey of club members’ 
collections published in Issue 119 
of the Gobrecht Journal in March of 
2014. 

I actually had only 22 of 
the 25 varieties that make up the 
Top 25 in my collection at the time 
the set was published. Once the 
Top 25 had been defined, in addi- 
tion to working on completion of 
the set, I worked on upgrading the 
quality of the coins. Quality in this 
context does not necessarily mean 


higher grade; my goal was to complete the set with all 
coins in PCGS holders. This goal is exceptionally chal- 
lenging. There are very limited 
total numbers of some varieties, 
and only a fraction (sometimes 
a small fraction) of those coins 
are of a quality PCGS finds ac- 
ceptable for encapsulation in 
problem-free holders. 

Last week, after more than 12 
years of pursuing the necessary 
coins, I completed the Top 25 
variety set in problem-free 
PCGS holders; in fact, all 25 
coins are not only PCGS, but 
also CAC. The set is listed on 
the Gerry Fortin Rare Coins 
open registry at: http:/ / 
www.seateddimevarieties.com/ 

openregistry/ collection. php? 

name=GJ&set=32 . One of the 
more interesting things about this 
journey is the final coin located 
to complete the set. A number 
of the varieties are very rare but it 
was the 1852/52 that took the 
longest to obtain as PCGS/ CAC. 

A quick look at the CAC 
population report for 1852 quar- 
ters (summarized in Table 1 as of 

(Continued on page 13) 
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May 28, 2017) removes any mystery regarding difficul- 
ty in locating the appropriate 1852/52. The 1852 is 
well known to any Liberty Seated quarter collector as a 
tough issue. It is also an unusual issue in that it is of- 
ten easier to locate an MS64 than it is to find a nice 
XF. The next concern, of course, is paying for the 
coin once found. The weight change is 1853 apparent- 
ly led to a number of 1852 quarters being ''put away.” 
There are therefore a disproportionately large number 
of high-grade examples; along with unusually few nice 
circulated examples available for collectors. I can con- 


firm that, in addition to the AU50 PCGS/CAC exam- 
ple that I recently acquired (pictured on opposite 
page), at least one of the MS66 CAC 1852 quarters is 
the 1 852/ 52 variety. 

A detailed discussion of the 1852/52 was pro- 
vided as part of the initial Top 25 set definition 
(Gobrecht Journal #111) as well as in the Quarter of the 
Month column in the May 2012 ^-Gobrecht (available at 
the GFRC website: http:/ / 

www.seateddimevarieties.com/ 

Quarter OOM/1852 52.htmh 


Seated Shorts 


From Michael Luck: Comments on the May 2017 ^.-Gobrecht. Liberty Seated dime survey is important and 
easy to use even for non-members to do!! This is excellent and well done to get important information of what 
collectors have. 

Craig’s auction news in this issue was outstanding!! Enough said. 

Dennis’ regional news excellent and with new volunteers getting involved and new memberships being 
added or extended and shows a rebirth and growth in Liberty Seated collecting. This bodes well for Liberty 
Seated coinage. Half dollar Liberty Seated coinage is on fire!! 

Benny’s and Greg’s columns on specific coins, die varieties, and new discoveries were just plain great - 
hope both can continue for a long time!! Excellent!! 5 stars! 

Jim Laughlin’s article on the working of the New Orleans mint and its problems with those court deposi- 
tions is fascinating. I never thought there was such skullduggery at the mint!!! I guess that ah the problems of 
today are the same as back 150 200 years ago - always problems, pilfering, and stealing short changers. LOL. I 
never knew stuff Uke this existed!!! The archives must be full of items still yet to be discovered! I am looking 
forward to more discoveries! 

The free advertisements are full of clickable coin dealer websites with hundreds of Liberty Seated and 
other coins for sale, photos, and quite a bit if interesting information ah for sale. It is interesting to compare 
prices!!!! 

Thanks so much. Bill, for sending and sharing!! 


From David Luftig: I was wondering if a 
member of the LSCC can identify the coun- 
terstamp on this 1890 dime. It looks some- 
thing like an artist’s palette with the number 

9. 
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Proposal for the Coinage of Small Silver Change at 
Charlotte and Dahlonega, 1838-1840 

by Jim Laughlin, LSCC #876 


One of the might-have-beens in the Liberty Seated 
series would have been the coinage of silver quarter- 
doUars, dimes, and half dimes at the Charlotte and 
Dahlonega Branch Mint in 1839-1840. While we 
know today it never happened, the following excerpts 
show that at that time, some 177 years ago, the pro- 
posal was being debated and nearly came to pass. 

The North-CaroUna Standard (Raleigh, N. C.), May 23, 

1838 

COINS, MINES-N. CAROLINA 
We saw yesterday, for the first time, the gold 
coin issued by the Branch Mint at Charlotte in this 
State. It is a very fine specimen, and in all respects sim- 
ilar to the coin issued from the mint at Philadelphia, 
with the exception of the small letter c, under the head 
of liberty, which designates the issues of this Branch 
from either New Orleans or Georgia Branches. 

It was Henry of France who uttered the patri- 
otic wish that he prayed that his Ufe might be sparred 
long enough, to rule over France hiU every man could 
have '‘a fowl in his pot’’; so we could wish that every 
citizen of the ''old North State” could have his pockets 
Uned with such valuable deposits. 

We had the pleasure of seeing a specimen of 
native silver from one of the mines near Charlotte, in 
the hands of Col. Wheeler, the Superintendent of the 
Mint, who passed through the city this week on his 
way to Washington City. If the government authorizes 
the coinage of silver as well as gold at the Mint in 
North Carolina, it will supply a defect in our circulating 
medium, now very much to be regretted. 

Fdgefield advertiser (Fdgefield, S. C.), January 31, 

1839 

BRANCH MINT IN GEORGIA 
We take the following information from the 

Glohe\ 

We have the pleasure of laying before our read- 
ers the following extract of a letter from an officer of 
the branch mint in Georgia, showing the richness in 
the gold region there, and the favorable prospects 


which attend the miners. Connected with this subject, 
we have to remark that the bill which passed the Sen- 
ate at the last session for extending the coinage of the 
two branch mints, in Georgia and N. Carolina to the 
coining of silver change, to wit: 25 cent, 10 cent, and 5 
cent pieces, is received in the Senate; and we presume 
will encounter Uttle or no objection, as the additional 
coinage wiU occasion no additional expense, wiU only 
occupy the mint when it might otherwise be idle, and 
will give a supply of silver change in parts of the Un- 
ion, to which it would, with difficulty, come from the 
mints of New Orleans and Philadelphia, which alone 
now coin silver 

The Charlotte Journal (Charlotte, N. C.), February 28, 
1839 

We see it stated that Mr. Strange has presented 
the resolutions by our Legislature requesting Congress 
to pass a law for having silver change coined at the 
Branch Mint in this place. In conversation a short time 
ago with gentlemen acquainted with the process of 
coining silver we were informed that it is altogether 
different from gold, and although the expense would 
not be great, yet as the Government would have to pay 
for the transportation of bullion for the purpose of 
coining it would be a saving of expense by shipping 
from Philadelphia a supply of change ready coined. We 
hope therefore, if Congress adopts either it will be that 
of forwarding to the Branch Mints a supply of change 
ready for use and not let us have to wait an age for its 
coinage. 

The Bill (S.113) was introduced into the Senate 
December 20, 1838. It went through two readings, 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and then read a 
third time in the Senate. It was passed by the Senate 
January 25, 1839 and sent to the House. 

Supplementary to the act entitled "An act to 
establish branches of the Mint of the United States,” 
approved March third, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
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five. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the director of the Mint be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to employ, from time to time, 
at the several branches of the Mint, such number of 
workmen and attendants, as, from the representations 
made to him by the respective superintendents, and 
from his knowledge of the business of the several 
branches, he shall deem necessary for the successful 
and economical prosecution of the work, and the safe- 
ty of the buildings and other public property, at each 
branch Mint; which said workmen and assistants shall 
be employed and paid in all respects according to the 
provisions of the act entitled ''An act supplementary to 
the act entitled " An establishing a Mint, and regulating 
the coins of the United States,’ ” approved on the 
eighteenth day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven. 

Sec. 2 And be it further enacted^ That it shall be 
lawful for the director of the Mint, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the President of the United States, 
to direct the coinage of silver as well as gold at the 
branches of the Mint at Charlotte and Dahlonega, in 
case he shall believe that the same machinery employed 
for coining gold can, without injury to it, and without 
any material expense for alterations, be beneficially em- 
ployed in said coinage: Provided, That the silver coined 
at said branches shall be of the denomination of quar- 
ter dollars and under. 

Proponents pointed to the wording of the Bill 
that no additional expense were to be incurred to strike 
silver coins. The existing machinery was to be used, 
and therefore it was thought that the gold quarter and 
half eagle coinage presses would be able to strike half- 
dime and dimes, and potentially even quarter-dollars. 
Opponents wondered where a sufficient amount of 
silver bullion would come from. 

The country in 1839 was deeply divided be- 
tween the Democrats of Jackson-Van Buren and the 
Whigs, soon to be led by William Henry Harrison. 
Every ill the country experienced, appears to have been 
touted by the rival political party as having originated 
or been the sole responsibility of the other. In 1837, 
the country had experienced an economic panic that 
was near on a depression (known as the Panic of 


1837). This was a many faceted economic collapse 
(Interested readers may wish to refer to Wikipedia or 
other historical sources for a quick recounting of 
events). Most banks at the time had suspended specie 
paying (i.e., paying out gold or silver coin). The coun- 
try was running on private bank issued paper money 
referred to as "shinplasters,” this being before the Fed- 
eral Government had issued a regular circulating paper 
currency. The country was plagued with private bank 
notes that were irredeemable or were counterfeit. 
Each political party was looking for traction for the 
upcoming fall 1840 Presidential and Congressional 
elections. 

On January 29, 1839, the first paragraph of the 
Senate Bill was slightly reworded by the House Ways 
and Means Committee, to require the director of the 
Mint to have "the approval of the President.” It was 
passed out of Committee for approval of the full 
House and there it sat. 

Like in recent times, the House had been 
working on the general appropriation Bid to fund the 
Government and was coming up to an adjournment 
deadline of March 3rd. On February 26*, when the 
appropriation Bill was brought up, an amendment had 
been immediately proposed by a member from Penn- 
sylvania to strike out ah appropriations for the branch 
mints and substitute just $600 for each facility for a 
single caretaker to oversee the properties. This caused 
some interesting oratory from the floor of the House. 
Here is a short excerpt from a rebuttal that went on for 
many columns. . .(25* Congress, 3* Session, Page 210 
(Page 229 of UNT index)) 

Mr. Bynum was one of many who responded 
to the amendment to strike the funding, The propo- 

sition was, in his mind, an insidious one, and wore the 
"ear mark” (to use the language of a friend of his), of 
the party, and system of the party, whence it came; and 
he would show that it sprung from the very source 
from which such a motion should. The proposition to 
strike out all appropriations for the branch mints in the 
South, he would show, sprung from one who stood in 
need of a "straight jacket” by far more than did those 
who voted to establish the mints, and the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania had denounced all who voted for 
that bill as such. Now, sir, what does the member ask 
by the proposition? To stop all appropriations for the 
southern mints, and, consequently, by this indirect 
blow, strike them down, after having , in the short 
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Space of six months, been established, without giving 
them the least trial to test their utility; and this he 
would have us do without furnishing one single addi- 
tional fact more than was known at their establish- 
ment. Not a single new fact has he presented to justify 
this House in striking down those institutions which, 
but a few years ago, were established by a vote of 115 
to 60, lacking five only being two to one. Does the 
gentlemen think that there is so much stupidity in this 
House to do such a thing? Were we to do it, we should 
truly deserve the epithets that the member, in his as- 
sumed wisdom, has applied to us. Before we attempt 
such a thing, why did not the gentlemen make proper 
calls on the Department for all the information neces- 
sary to justify the voting for such a proposition? Sir, 
does he think, by such ''lunatics”, to adopt such a 
proposition, without these necessary and usual calls? 
And to require the House to do such an act, shows 
much more clearly that he himself stands more in want 
of a "straight jacket” than others. ... 

The debate may have continued for some time, 
however the Speaker interrupted the proceedings with 
an announcement of a receipt of a message from the 
President of the United States concerning the Maine 
Boundary dispute. This had been escalating into a pos- 
sible armed conflict between the forces of the State of 
Maine, and the British Province of New Brunswick. 
There had long been an area of disputed territory be- 
tween the U.S. and British Canada along the Maine 
frontier. The U.S. believed that there was an agree- 
ment that the disputed areas were to be jointly admin- 
istered by both U.S. (Maine) and British (New Bruns- 
wick) to prevent mineral exploitation, etc., until a joint 
commission finally settled the formal boundaries. The 
Governor of New Brunswick, however, believed that 
the agreement gave them exclusive right to administer 
the area. Officers from Maine operating in the disput- 
ed area had been arrested and jailed by New Brunswick 
troops. There was a tit for tat escalation, with the 
Governor of Maine calling up 500 Militia and New 
Brunswick moving troops into the disputed area. The 
Van Buren administration was attempting to gather 
details and at the same time open official communica- 
tion with London. There was a clear war scare in Con- 


gress. 


After the house had sent the President’s mes- 


sage to Committee, it resumed debate on the general 
appropriation Bill and it was noted that the debate to 
strike the funding for the three branch mints "was 
continued at great length”, but ultimately that amend- 
ment was defeated. The general appropriations Bill 
was eventually approved. 

The rush of House business in the last 5 days 
of the 25* Congress, with the war scare with Britain 
looming, and much unfinished business; the House 
never brought to the floor the amended version of the 
Senate Bill authorizing Charlotte and Dahlonega to 
strike silver coinage. 

Perhaps if the House had just accepted the 
Senate language and not amended it with the minor 
language change that the director of the Mint had to 
act "with the approval of the President,” the Bill might 
have made it to the floor of the House for a third read- 
ing, debated and passed. As the Bill was known to 
have been amended, it would have had to have been 
returned to the Senate for their approval or to a joint 
committee to reconcile. There simply wasn’t time. 

In the following 26* Congress, on December 
31, 1839, Senator Brown had resubmitted the same 
Bill. The Senate had read it twice and sent it to the 
Committee of Finance. It passed out of Committee 
without amendment on January 9, 1840. On April 17, 
1840 the Bill upon the third reading was moved by 
Senator Preston to be recommitted back to the Fi- 
nance Committee with instructions to look into the 
expediency to abolish or suspend the various branch 
mints. A Uvely debate ensued. A short excerpt being 
...(from Page 317 appendix to 26* Congress, 1st Ses- 
sion, (page 889 of UNT index) 

Mr. PRESTON said he was not so much 
frightened by this cry of "shinplasters”, by which a cer- 
tain party in this country always attempted to answer 
the arguments used against them. He had showed that 
these mints cost twenty percent on the amount coined, 
and the answer of the gentlemen from North Carolina 
was, "shinplasters!” When we speak of defaulters run- 
ning off to Europe with the public money in their 
pockets, the answer is, "shinplasters”. Gentlemen have 
their imaginations tortured to death with these phan- 
toms of paper currency shinplasters, and they conjure 
them up on all occasions, without sense or reason. 
When it is asked if these mints had added to the specie 
circulation of the country, it is answered. No — but, 
"shinplasters”. Have they involved an expense without 
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and equivalent? Yes — but, ''shinplasters”. Have they 
added to the Government patronage? Oh, yes; but, 
'‘shinplasters”. The gentlemen from North Carolina 
(Mr. Brown) says that his State is free from circulation 
of shinplasters, and had smaller paper circulation than 
her sister States, in proportion to her population. He 
begged leave to differ in opinion with the gentlemen 
on this subject. The notes of the North Carolina banks 
were pushed into the adjacent States, and were known 
as far as Georgia. With regard to the proposition he 
submitted, he had no other object in view but the pub- 
lic good. He thought that the portion of the property 
of this country which had been invested in these mints 
was unprofitably employed, and he was not disposed, 
in consequence or a mere party slang, or a dread of 
bank paper, to impair the interests of the country by 
suffering it to remain so. 

Mr. BROWN would say a few words in reply 
to the very temperate lecture of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Preston). He regretted that the sensi- 
bilities of the Senator should be excited on this subject, 
whether by any remark made by him casually in the 
course of the debate, or by the mere mention of the 
odious subject of metallic currency, he should not un- 
dertake to determine. The gentleman, driven from the 
ground of his argument, driven from the positions he 
attempted in vain to establish, had endeavored to re- 
treat, under a display of wit, and by ringing all the vari- 
ous changes upon the word, ''shinplasters’’. The gen- 
tleman possessed considerable powers as an orator and 
a writer, and he doubtless possessed musical and poeti- 
cal talents of a high order. Now, he would recommend 
to the gentlemen to turn these words into poetry, and 
set them to music, and he would then be able to give 
them more effect, when he wanted to display his wit at 
the expense of a metallic currency. 

At a warmer period of the year, when the sun 
poured down its burning rays with baleful influence, he 
had heard of the prevalence of a disease called hydro- 
phobia, the characteristics of which was that both men 
and animals, when afflicted with it, were seized with a 
dread of water. Now, from witnessing the sensibilities 
of some gentlemen whenever the subject of a metallic 
currency was introduced, he should suppose that there 
was such a disease as the specie-phobia, and that those 
suffering under it are seized with a horror of gold and 
silver. Whenever it is proposed to adopt measures for 


increasing the supply of gold and silver coinage, we are 
answered with the cry of '‘gold humbug”. When we 
speak of the abuses of the banking system, and wish to 
counteract the effects of the bloated paper system, we 
are answered with the same cry of "gold humbug”. 
When we are called on to prevent the banks from get- 
ting absolute supremacy over the affairs of the country, 
we are again answered with the magical cry of "gold 
humbug”. There was a potency in this phrase that 
overcame all arguments in the estimation of honorable 
gentlemen; and he would now recommend to the gen- 
tlemen from South Carolina, when he is setting his fa- 
vorite song of "shinplasters” to music, that he will in- 
troduce the no less captivating phrase of "gold hum- 
bug” in the measure. 

But the gentlemen said that he did not intro- 
duce party politics into the discussion. Did I not, con- 
tinued Mr. B. hear the words "gold humbug” used 
from the other end of the chamber. And have I not 
heard this slang, designed to dupe the ignorant and 
mislead the unwary, rung again and again, whenever 
any measure is in agitation to improve the currency of 
the country? But the gentlemen had no design to intro- 
duce party politics into the discussion; his soul rises 
above every consideration connected with party feel- 
ing. Nothing of this sort was on his mind when he re- 
minded us of those leg sub -treasurers who have ab- 
sconded with large sums of the public money. But had 
the gentlemen forgotten that within a very few days 
past, a bank sub-treasurer in a neighboring city 
(Richmond) has run off with half a million dollars? 
Has he forgotten that other paper sub -treasurers have, 
in other parts of the country, very recently done the 
same thing? But when we talk of infusing a greater 
quantity of metallic currency into the circulation of the 
country, and preventing banks from using the revenues 
of the Government to swell out their issues, we are 
met with such arguments as "gold humbugs”, or "leg 
sub treasurers”, and other such phrases so common in 
the political vocabulary of a certain party. 

But, said Mr. B. there was another word which 
the gentlemen had eloquently harped upon, and he 
thanked him for it. That word was economy. He 
hoped that they would hereafter give a practical evi- 
dence of sincerity of their profession in regard to econ- 
omy. He had seen gentlemen voting for nearly a half- 
million of dollars for books to supply themselves, and 
furnish profitable jobs to their political partisans, in the 
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course of the last six or eight years; and yet they can- 
not vote this trifling expense for an object calculated to 
promote the convenience and interest of the people. 
When he came to reflect on this, he could not avoid 
coming to the conclusion, that gentlemen who were so 
fond of supplying themselves with books, at the public 
expense, were friends of the paper system out and out. 
The gentlemen talked about selling out these branch 
mints, and no doubt they were sincere. And he had no 
doubt, if they were set up at auction, that some bank 
would become the purchaser, for the purpose of flood- 
ing the country with its irredeemable paper; and we 
should again have some bank sub treasurer fleeing 
from them with his half a million. 

The question to recommitment the Bill back to 
Committee was defeated. The Senate than passed the 
Bill and it went to the House. The Congressional Globe 
has no reference to this Bill ever being taken up by the 


House, April 17, 1840, to March 3, 1841. It is possible 
it went to a House Committee and never made it out. 
It is hard to say. The House spent some time debating 
the Independent Treasury Bill and a proposals to elimi- 
nate the Dahlonega Mint. Perhaps the House leader- 
ship did not reUsh opening up another debate on a 
Mint issue. The fall 1840 elections saw the Whigs 
soundly defeat the Democrats, winning the Presidency, 
and secure majorities in both the Senate and House. 
There passed a brief moment in time when a ''D” or a 
''C” mintmark may have adorned a seated dime or half 
dime. 

Sources: 

Congressional Globe, 25* and 26* Congress, Universi- 
ty of Northern Texas, at http: / / 
digital.library.unt.edu 

North and South Carolina newspaper: Library of Con- 
gress. http:/ / chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 


Seated Shorts 

From John Spruhan: On June 8th, Farmer Auctions in Salem, VA is auctioning my collection of Half Cents, 
Large Cents, Two Cent Pieces, Twenty Cent Pieces, and Liberty Seated half dollars in the following auction. 
Most of the coins are lower grade but there are a number of certifled coins cataloging over $200. These sets are 
nearly complete by date and mint except for very rare items, Uke the 1878-S half dollar. I am also auctioning my 
collection of Golden and Silver age comics as well. This is online as well as on site. Happy hunting! 
WWW, farmer-auctions .com . 

From John Frost: Mike Simpson (who Dennis and I know) was at a store today and they had taken in a un- 
known coin in change, as a dime. It turned out to be a Liberty Seated half dime, although in very poor condi- 
tion. [It is] Amazing a half dime circulated as money in 2017! I will take photos of it when I see him next, and 
write up a paragraph for the E-Gobrecht. I think folks would get a kick out of that! 

ANA Membership Promotion 

Through the American Numismatic Association, LSCC is offering free ANA electronic one -year memberships. 
This offer is open to anyone who has never been an ANA member or whose membership lapsed more than two 
years ago. Member benefits include onUne access to Tbe Numismatist^ free entry to ANA shows, and lending priv- 
ileges at the ANA Ubrary. Please contact Len Augsburger at leonard augsburger@hotmail.com for an applica- 
tion form. 
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Free Advertisements 


Gerry Fortin Rare Coins , Buying and selling all Seated de- 
nominations and actively servicing collector consignments. 
Varieties are a specialty. Quality, Integrity, and Service 
throughout any transaction, ne Seated dealer with a collectors per- 
spective! Visit www»SeatedDimeVarieties,com for GFRC and 
Liberty Seated Dime web-book. Email: 
wuxirneiris@hotrnail.coni . CeU: 207-329-9957. 

www.dickosburn.com We buy, sell, and trade early U.S. sil- 
ver coinage with an emphasis on Liberty Seated and Bust. 

Also accepting consignments and want lists. Call Brian at 603- 
767-7745 or contact Dick and Brian at bpcush- 
ing@gmail.com 

Larry Briggs Rare Coins. New updated website with many 
photos — check us out at: www.larrybriggsrarecoins.com 

Liberty Seated and Bust Coinage for Sale . Rich Uhrich 
Rare U. S. Coins Inc. specializes in Bust and Seated silver 
coins, especially scarce and rare dates and varieties. His web- 
site www.richuhrichcoins.com lists his complete inventory. 
He is an authorized PCGS and NGC dealer and a member of 
ANA, LSCC, EAC, and JRCS. Contact him at richuhrich- 
coins@comcast.net , 717-579-8238. 

Dr. Eugene Bruder is constantly updating his website, 
www.typecoins.com , which features a nice selection of bust 
and seated material for sale. You can reach him at 402-475- 
0350 or email at: gene@typecoins.com . 

Seeking 1839 Gobrecht Dollar . Prefer 45-60 condition, 
cleaned and retoned OK. John Cory, 201-669-6500, 

)cory@n).rr.com . 

Sunshine Rare Coins. I specialize in choice, eye appealing 
U.S. Type and better date United States coins, especially 
Draped Bust, Capped Bust and Seated coinage. Many coins are 
CAC approved and feature attractive color. Many quality col- 
lector coins! Member LSCC, JRCS, ANA. Please contact Da- 
vid Sunshine at davidbsunshine@yahoo.com and visit his 
website at www.sunshinecoins.com 

Rotated Reverse Seated Dimes Wanted . I am looking for 
rotated reverse Liberty Seated dimes. Any interested parties 
can email Jason Feldman at ) ason@seated.org 

Brian Greer^ weU known dealer, collector, and numismatist, 
has an extensive listing of many new dates and varieties listed 
on his website. Check them out at: 

http: / / www.briangreerrarecoins.com/ . 

Liberty Seated Dime Die Varieties Wanted . I am paying 
high prices for Seated Dimes with major cuds, die cracks, and 


rotated reverses. Contact David Thomas at 

dave thomas333@hotmail. com or 1-714-872-2772. 

Large Selection of Gobrecht^ Seated & Trade Dollars to 

be offered at ANA at Table 435 . W. David Perkins, LSCC 
#790, win have a large selection Gobrecht, Seated and Trade 
Dollars for sale at the 2017 ANA Convention at Table 435. 
Many better dates and mint marks. Contact Dave at wdper- 
ki@attglobal.net , visit my website at 
www.davidperkinsrarecoins.com , or phone 303-902-5366. 

David Kahn Rare Coins . Over 40 years numismatic experi- 
ence. Authorized PCGS and CAC dealer. My website is easy 
to use, and you wH find many choice bust and seated coins 
there, aU with excellent photos. High quality, original, eye ap- 
pealing coins are my focus, www.davidkahnrarecoins.com 

Wanted to Buy^ Liberty Seated Quarters for my personal 
collection. Prefer choice, original examples with attractive 
natural color and surfaces. Please feel free to offer me any 
coins and I will respond promptly. Doug Winter LSCC #10. 
Email address dwn@ont.com . 

David Finkelstein : www.djf-coins.com - raw and slabbed 
collector coins. Many coins have CAC stickers. Every coin is 
pictured. In addition to being an authorized PCGS, NGC and 
CAC dealer, I am a member of the PNG, ANA, EAC, LSCC, 
JRCS, and other regional/national organizations. Visit my 
website at www.djf-coins.com . Contact me at sales@d)f- 
coins.com . 

Perfection : #1 Liberty Seated Half, Date Set, always looking 
for beautiful Liberty Seated Half Dollars AU58 and higher. 
Must be PCGS/ CAC with good eye appeal! Will pay the high- 
est price if I like the coin! RLondon@guesswho.com 

Double Dimes — the United States Twenty-cent Piece, a 

new book by Lane Brunner and John Frost, available both as a 
web book at no cost, and a Print Edition. Spiral bound, 179 
pages, nearly 400 photographs. The Print Edition is available 
from the authors at www.doubledimes.com . 

Holt Rarities is Buying and SeUing Liberty Seated, Federal, 
and Colonial Issue coins of aU denominations. Check out our 
website at www.holtraricointies.com or call (931) 581-1890. 
Brad Holt has collected s for over thirty years and is a member 
of the ANA and LSCC. 

Wanted to Buy . Collector of Liberty Seated Dollars wants 
engraved and/or counter- stamped (love tokens) or rotated 
reverses. AU mints, any condition, holed OK. Carl Feldman: 
carlscoins@gmail.com or (973) 479-9956. 
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LSCC Mission 

To encourage, promote, and dispense numismatic 
knowledge of the Liberty Seated coins; to culti- 
vate fraternal relations among its members and 
all those interested in the science of numismatics. 



LSCC Membership Information. Dues are bargain 
priced at $25 per year and include three issues of the 
Gobrecht Journal, an award winning numismatic publi- 
cation. To join the Liberty Seated Collectors Club, for 
Gobrecht Journal address changes, or for other 

membership questions, correspond with the LSCC Sec- 
retary/T reasurer. 

Articles, comments, or advertisements for publication 

in the Gobrecht Journal v(\dN be addressed to the LSCC 
Publications Editor. 

Information, input, comments, or suggestions for im- 

provements to this E-Gobrecht are actively solicited 
from anyone and may be sent to the LSCC Publications 
Editor. 

To be added or removed from the E-Gobrecht mailing 

list , send an email message with the words 
"Subscribe/Unsubscribe" in the subject line of the mes- 
sage to: wb8cpv@earthlink.net . 

Wanted: Material for this newsletter! 

Please consider submitting something for print It need 
not be elaborate; it can be something as simple as a 
short note on your favorite variety, neat find, nice cher- 
ry pick, happenings at a coin show, rare Liberty Seated 
coinage coming up for auction, etc. If you are interest- 
ed in it, rest assured, others wiii be too! Sharing infor- 
mation is a goai of this newsietter and you need not be 
an experienced or famous writer to submit something. 
This is a continuing piea. 

The E-Gobrecht is not copyrighted; use its con- 
tent freeiy but piease be sure to quote the E-Gobrecht 
and the Liberty Seated CoUectors Ciub. 


